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Volunteering to address the UN 

SDG Challenges & Opportunities
Ian Chambers
Director, Young Persons’ Plan for the Planet Program, 
PHD Candidate, Australian National University



Caring for Country for over 65,000 

years, Australia’s Indigenous peoples 

have set an example not only for our 

nation, but also for our planet.

We acknowledge Australia’s 

traditional owners and custodians of 

country, the Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples - the first 

innovators and carers of this land.  

We especially recognise the Elders of 

tomorrow – they are the future of 

this earth.  Let us all join together 

to respect and acknowledge all First 

Nations so that we may walk forward 

together.

Acknowledgement to Country      Care for Planet

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiy3cTPr7bOAhUDHZQKHatgBuoQjRwIBw&url=http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/moments-slip-through-his-hands-like-grains-of-sand-gm173668236-25806171&bvm=bv.129389765,d.dGo&psig=AFQjCNHu7_MLWAyj8jNmfaUhL2HEMIFZkg&ust=1470902133589820


N
o

 

H
u

n
g

e
r

N
o

 

P
o

ve
rt

y

G
o

o
d

H
e

a
lt

h

Q
u

a
li

ty
 

E
d

u
c

a
ti

o
n

G
e

n
d

e
r 

E
q

u
a

li
ty

C
le

a
n

 W
a

te
r 

a
n

d
 S

a
n

it
a

ti
o

n

R
e

n
e

w
a

b
le

 

E
n

e
rg

y

G
o

o
d

 J
o

b
s
 a

n
d

 

E
c

o
n

o
m

ic
 G

ro
w

th

In
n

o
va

ti
o

n
 a

n
d

 

In
fr

a
s
tr

u
c

tu
re

R
e

d
u

c
e

d
 

In
e

q
u

a
li

ti
e

s

S
u

s
ta

in
a

b
le

 C
it

ie
s
 

a
n

d
 C

o
m

m
u

n
it

ie
s

R
e

s
p

o
n

s
ib

le
 

C
o

n
s
u

m
p

ti
o

n

C
li

m
a

te
 

A
c

ti
o

n

L
if

e
 B

e
lo

w
 

W
a

te
r

L
if

e
 o

n

L
a

n
d

P
e

a
c

e
 

a
n

d
 J

u
s
ti

c
e

P
a

rt
n

e
rs

h
ip

s
 

fo
r 

th
e

 G
o

a
ls



N
o

 

H
u

n
g

e
r

N
o

 

P
o

ve
rt

y

G
o

o
d

H
e

a
lt

h

Q
u

a
li

ty
 

E
d

u
c

a
ti

o
n

G
e

n
d

e
r 

E
q

u
a

li
ty

C
le

a
n

 W
a

te
r 

a
n

d
 S

a
n

it
a

ti
o

n

R
e

n
e

w
a

b
le

 

E
n

e
rg

y

G
o

o
d

 J
o

b
s
 a

n
d

 

E
c

o
n

o
m

ic
 G

ro
w

th

In
n

o
va

ti
o

n
 a

n
d

 

In
fr

a
s
tr

u
c

tu
re

R
e

d
u

c
e

d
 

In
e

q
u

a
li

ti
e

s

S
u

s
ta

in
a

b
le

 C
it

ie
s
 

a
n

d
 C

o
m

m
u

n
it

ie
s

R
e

s
p

o
n

s
ib

le
 

C
o

n
s
u

m
p

ti
o

n

C
li

m
a

te
 

A
c

ti
o

n

L
if

e
 B

e
lo

w
 

W
a

te
r

L
if

e
 o

n

L
a

n
d

P
e

a
c

e
 

a
n

d
 J

u
s
ti

c
e

P
a

rt
n

e
rs

h
ip

s
 

fo
r 

th
e

 G
o

a
ls

… we have an opportunity …
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ANU Research (2018) 
Realising only 10% of the 
identified opportunities 
for Sustainable Prosperity 
in northern Australia 
would contribute an 
incremental (p.a.)
• AUD $15 Billion
• 15,000 jobs
• + social and ecological 

benefits
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A Vision for 
Australia in 2050: 

Community Well-
Being: 

A balance of 
Economic, Ecological 

and Social 
Development
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Challenges
• Climate Change
• Food Production
• Species Loss
• Population
• Consumption
• Sustainable Energy
• Speed: Shuffling towards 

Sustainability

Opportunities
• The UN SDG Blueprint
• The ‘Bigger Pie’
• Energy / Agriculture / 

Finance / Technology
• Youth Leadership, 

Innovation & 
Entrepreneurship

• ‘Mind Set’ Shift

Sustainable Prosperity will require achieving a 
coordinated balance between leveraging the 

opportunities and successfully addressing the challenges
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and … we have another problem …
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https://www.planfortheplanet.org.au

Engaging, Connecting and Empowering Youth 
to deliver the



Australian Parliament August 2017 – Harry’s story

“I was worried about the future 
but I didn’t have a voice.  

Now I have a voice.  Teenagers are undervalued 
in what we can actually do 

and the impact we can have…” 
Harry Tunks, New Town High School, Tasmania
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Young Persons’ 

Plan for the Planet Program 
SFA12 

EcoZone1 2. PRIORITISE 
Prioritisation 

Matrix 

Urgency / 
Importance 

Scoring (1-10) 

PRIORITISE 
Pareto 
 Matrix  

(80:20 Rule) 
= Top 4 

Priorities 

3. BUILD Strategic  Planning 
Framework (for each SDG) 
Vision, Objectives, 

Strategies, Actions, (Who, 
When, Where), Measures 

BUILD EcoZone SDG Plans   
by combining SDG Build  
Frameworks (Vision,  

Objectives, Strategies,  
Actions, Measures, 

 Interconnectivities) 

4. COMBINE Synthesise the 
20 regional EcoZone Plans 
Into a single National 

Sustainable Development 
Goal Plan (YPPP Australia) 

5. ENGAGE Present Young  
Persons’ Plan for the 
Planet ( e.g. Federal MPs 

as part of Science Week 
(August 2017, Canberra) 

6. ACTION Liaise with EcoZone 
Government / Business /  
Community to action the  

Regional and National  SDG 
Plans through SDG Challenge 

Projects and Plan updates 

SFA11 
EcoZone1 

SFA10 
EcoZone1 

SFA 9 
EcoZone1 

SFA 8 
EcoZone1 

SFA 7 
EcoZone1 

SFA 6 
EcoZone1 

SFA 5 
EcoZone1 

SFA 4 
EcoZone1 

SFA 3 
EcoZone1 

SFA 2 
EcoZone1 

Plan for Sustainable 
Development Goals  

EcoZone 1  SFA12 
EcoZone1 

SFA11 
EcoZone1 

SFA10 
EcoZone1 

SFA 9 
EcoZone1 

SFA 8 
EcoZone1 

SFA 7 
EcoZone1 

SFA 6 
EcoZone1 

SFA 5 
EcoZone1 

SFA 4 
EcoZone1 

SFA 3 
EcoZone1 

SFA 2 
EcoZone1 SFA12 

EcoZone1 
SFA11 

EcoZone1 SFA10 
EcoZone1 

SFA 9 
EcoZone1 

SFA 8 
EcoZone1 

SFA 7 
EcoZone1 

SFA 6 
EcoZone1 

SFA 5 
EcoZone1 

SFA 4 
EcoZone1 

SFA 3 
EcoZone1 

SDG 2 
EcoZone20 

BUILING THE 
NATIONAL SDG PLAN 

Plan for Sustainable 
Development Goals  

EcoZone 20  

Plan for Sustainable 
Development Goals  

EcoZone 2  

1. DISCOVERY 
Student Focus 

Areas 

Top 20 Things 
Happening, / 

Need to 
Happen in 

your EcoZone 

for each SDG 

Young Persons’ Plan for 

the Planet Program  

	
	
	
	
	

TABLE 5: DISCOVERY SUMMARY FORM 

	

	

Student	Name	 School	and	EcoZone	 	 	 	

SDG	I	am	
working	on	

	 Urgency	
(1-10)	

Importance	
(1-10)	

Total	
(U+I)	

What	are	the	top	10	things	that	are	already	happening	in	my	

Sustainable	Development	Goal	in	our	EcoZone?	

1. …………………………………………………………………………………………………….	

2. …………………………………………………………………………………………………….	

3. …………………………………………………………………………………………………….	

4. …………………………………………………………………………………………………….	

5. …………………………………………………………………………………………………….	

6. …………………………………………………………………………………………………….	

7. …………………………………………………………………………………………………….	

8. …………………………………………………………………………………………………….	

9. …………………………………………………………………………………………………….	

10. …………………………………………………………………………………………………….	

	
	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

																										
																

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

								
									

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

What	are	the	top	10	things	that	need	to	happen	in	my		

Sustainable	Development	Goal	in	our	EcoZone?	

1. ……………………………………………………………………………………………	

2. ……………………………………………………………………………………………	

3. ……………………………………………………………………………………………	

4. ……………………………………………………………………………………………	

5. ……………………………………………………………………………………………	

6. ……………………………………………………………………………………………	

7. ……………………………………………………………………………………………	

8. ……………………………………………………………………………………………	

9. ……………………………………………………………………………………………	

10. ……………………………………………………………………………………………	

	
	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

																										
																

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

								
									

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

…………………	

My	Twitter	post	on	my	Sustainable	Development	Goal	(280	characters	max.)		

	

	

Young Persons’ Plan for 

the Planet Program  

	
	
	
	
	

TABLE 8:  BUILD SUMMARY FORM  
	
	

Name	 	 EcoZone	 	 SDG	 	

SDG	Vision	 	 	 	 	 	

Focus	Areas	
(Top	4	from	your	
SDG)		

Objective		
(What	are	we	aiming	
to	achieve)	

Strategies	
(How	are	we	going	to	
achieve	this?)	

Actions	
(What	do	we	have	to	
do	to	achieve	this?)	

Outcomes	/	Measures	
(What	are	the	results	we	
want	to	achieve	and	how	
can	we	measure	these?)	

SDG		
Interconnects	
	

i.	 1.0	 1.1	 1.1.1	 	 	

ii.	 2.0	 2.1	 2.1.1	 	 	

iii.	 3.0	 3.1	 3.1.1	 	 	

iv.	
	

4.0	 4.1	 4.1.1	 	 	

©	2018	Young	Australians’	Plan	for	the	Planet	program	www.planfortheplanet.org.au	
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Young Australians’ 

Plan for the Planet Program 
SFA12 

EcoZone1 DISCOVERY 
Prioritisation 

Matrix 

Urgency / 
Importance 

Scoring (1-10) 

DISCOVERY 
Pareto 
 Matrix  

(80:20 Rule) 
= Top 4 

Priorities 

BUILD SDGs in Business Mgt 
Framework  (EcoZone) 
Vision, Objectives, 

Strategies, Actions (Who, 
When, Where) Measures 

BUILD EcoZone SDG Plans   
by combining to SDG Build  
Frameworks (Vision,  

Objectives, Strategies,  
Actions, Measures, 

 Interconnects 

COMBINE Synthesise the 20 
regional EcoZone Plans Into 
the National Sustainable 

Development Goal Plan: 
 

ENGAGE Present Young  
Australians’ Plan for the 
Planet in Canberra as 

part of Science Week in  
August 2017 

ENGAGE Liaise with EcoZone 
Government / Business /  
Community to ACTION the  

Regional and National  SDG 
Plans and roll these plans 

 into the 2017/18 Program 

SFA11 
EcoZone1 

SFA10 
EcoZone1 

SFA 9 
EcoZone1 

SFA 8 
EcoZone1 

SFA 7 
EcoZone1 

SFA 6 
EcoZone1 

SFA 5 
EcoZone1 

SFA 4 
EcoZone1 

SFA 3 
EcoZone1 

SFA 2 
EcoZone1 

Plan for Sustainable 
Development Goals  

EcoZone 1  SFA12 
EcoZone1 

SFA11 
EcoZone1 

SFA10 
EcoZone1 

SFA 9 
EcoZone1 

SFA 8 
EcoZone1 

SFA 7 
EcoZone1 

SFA 6 
EcoZone1 

SFA 5 
EcoZone1 

SFA 4 
EcoZone1 

SFA 3 
EcoZone1 

SFA 2 
EcoZone1 SFA12 

EcoZone1 
SFA11 

EcoZone1 SFA10 
EcoZone1 

SFA 9 
EcoZone1 

SFA 8 
EcoZone1 

SFA 7 
EcoZone1 

SFA 6 
EcoZone1 

SFA 5 
EcoZone1 

SFA 4 
EcoZone1 

SFA 3 
EcoZone1 

SDG 2 
EcoZone20 

FiNALISING THE 
NATIONAL PLAN 

Plan for Sustainable 
Development Goals  

EcoZone 20  

Plan for Sustainable 
Development Goals  

EcoZone 2  

DISCOVERY 
Student Focus 

Areas 

Top 20 Things 
Happening, / 

Need to 
Happen in 

your 

EcoZone / 
SDG 
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YPPP Program Skills
• Sustainable Development Goals
• STEM Skills
Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics 

• Research & Evaluation
SDG Awareness, Research and Understanding 

• Challenge Based Learning
• Strategic Planning
Strategic and Business Management Skills and Business Acumen

• Global Citizenship (UNESCO)
Analytical, Globally Connected, Respect Cultures and Diversity, Socially Responsible and Engagement Skills

• SDG Challenge Project Development and Implementation
Balancing of the Planet and Crowd Funding  



Visions and Strategies for Australia’s 
Sustainable Future

The Plan: 4. Quality Education 

EcoZone 4 Darwin NT 
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together … we have an opportunity …
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0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

(CC) Climate
Change
Impact

(CC)
Personal

Motivation
to Act

(CC) I can
make a

difference!

Clean
Energy:

Motivation
to Act

Before Plan for
the Planet
Program

After Plan for
the Planet
Program

Preliminary Findings: 
50%+ improvement 
across all factors

Plan for the Planet: Impact on attitudes to Sustainability: ANU Research (2018) 

Sustainable Future Mindset Shift: “Overwhelmed’ to 
‘Understanding’ to ‘Empowerment’
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The Key Stakeholders

• Rajiv Gandhi 
Science Centre

• DIIS, DFAT (Aust)
• Curtin Mauritius
• Charles Telfair 

Campus 
• UNESCO (Chair of 

Higher Learning)
• UNAA (WA)
• Frank Fenner 

Foundation
• The OnePlanet 

Partnership
• UNSW/UTS

• Questacon
• ANU
• Inspiring Australia
• Academy of 

Science
• Future Earth  (Aus)
• Science Centre 

Singapore
• Curtin Mauritius
• Mauritius 

Commercial Bank
• CISCO
• OSKY
• UNAA (WA)
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International focus for 
2019 Collaboration
(1) 2019 Indian Ocean Rim 

Countries: Australia, 
Mauritius, Singapore. 
India and others (TBC)

(2) Using the CISCO Digital 
Schools Network 

2019
2020
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https://www.planfortheplanet.org.au

THANK YOU


